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BUT HOW DOES IT WORK? 


How much de you mally understand about the way your telephone 
works? Probably not as much as you should. Considering the amount 
of time most people spend on ihe contraptions, this is really quite A 
disgrace. Ask questions and make an cifort to learn and you'll be the 
exception to the rule, which is basically: “Safety is Stupidity.” Read on. 

W 


Assuming a standard ane-line fone, tberc art usually 4 wires that 
lead out of the fone set. These are standardly colored red, green, 
yellow, and black. The red and grecn wires are the two that are actually 
hooked up to your central office (CO). The yellow wire is sometimes 
used to ring different fones on a party line (Le., one number, several 
familiee—found primarily in rural areas where they pay less for the 
service and they don't use the fone as much), otherwise the yellow is 
usually just ignored. Om some two-line fones, the red and green wires 
are used for the first fone number and the yellow and black are used for 
the second line. In this case there must be an internal or extemal device 
that switches between the two lines and provides a hold function {such 
as Radio Shack outrageously priced 2 line and hold module). 

[n telephony, the green and red wires are often referred to as tip (J) 
and ring {R}, respectively. The tip is the more positive of the two wires. 
This naming goes back to the old operator cord boards where one of 
the wires was the tip of the plug and the other was the ring (of the 
barrel). 

A rotary fone (a.k.a. dial ar pulse) will work fine regardless of 
whether the red (ar green) wire is connected to the tip (* or ring [-). A 
touch-tone® fone is a different story, though. 1 will not work except if 
the tip (+) is the green wire. (Same of the mare expensive DTMF [ones 
do have a bridge rectifier which compensates for polanty reversal, 
however.) This is why undercertain (non-digital) switching equipment 
you can reverse the ced and green wires on a touch-tone® fone and 
receive free DTMF service. Even though it won't break dial tone, 
reversing the wires on a rotary line on a digital switch will cause the 
tones to be generated. 

Voltapes, Fic. + 

When your telephone is or-haok (i.e., hung up) there are approxi- 
mately 4& volts of DC potential across the tip and ring. When the 
handset ofa fone 15 lifted, a few switches chose which cause a loop ta be 
connected (known as the “local loop”) between your fane ars] the CO. 
Once this happens, DC current is able ta flow through the fone with 
less resistance. This causes a relay to energia which causes other CO 
equipment to realize that you want service. Eventually, you should end 
un with a dial tone. This alo causes the 46 VAC to drop down ndo the 
vicinity af [2 volts. The resistance of the loop also drops below the 2300 
obm level, tbough POC licensed telephone equipment must have an 
aff-hook impedance of 600 ohms. . 

As of now, you art probably saymg to yoursell that thia +s all nice 
and technical but what the hell good is the information. Well, also 
consider that this drop in impedance is how the CO detects that a fone 
was taken off hook (picked up). [n thi way, they know when to start 
billing the calling number, Now what do you suppase wank! happen if 
a device such as a resistor or a zener diode was placed on tht cafled 
party's Line so that the voltage would drop just enough ta aliow talking 
but not enough to start billing? First off, th calling party would not be 
billed for the call but conversation could be pursued. Secondly, the CO 
equipment would think that the fone just kept on ringing. The Telco 
calls this a “nono (0100 [rand to be more specific) while phone phreaks 
affectionately call this mute a black box. 

How These Boxes Are Budit 

it’s really surprisingly czsy to buikl a device such as a black box. 1f it 
weren for the amazingly high marais inherent in taday's society, you'd 
most certainly see more of them in use. nly two parts are needed: an 
SPST toggle switch amd a 10,000 ohm (10 K}, 35 war resistor. Any 
electronics stare should stock these parts. 
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A person would then cut 2 pieces of wire (about 4 inches long) and 
attach ene end of cach wire to one of the lerminals on the switch. Then 
the K500 (standard desk fone) would be turned upside down and the 
cover taken off. A wire would be located and disconnected from 113 
terminal, The switch would then be brought out the rear of the Tone and 
the cover replaced, Labelling the switch usually comes next. A position 
where one receives a dial tone when picking up is marked “NORMAL”. 
The other side is, naturally, “FREE”. 

Them Work 

When phriends call (usually at a prearranged time), the pereon with 
the black bax quickly lifta and drops the receiver as fast as possible. 
This stops the ringing (if not it must be done again) without starting the 
billing. This must be done within less than one second. The phone can 
then be picked up with the switch in the “FREE™ position, Most phone 
phreaks are wise enough 1a keep their calls under 15 minutes m length, 
greatly minimizing the odds of getting caught. 

Some interesting points: (1) 1f someone picks up an extension in the 
called party's house and that fone is nat set for “FREE”, then billing 
will start, (2) An ald way of signalling a phriend that you want to call 
him is to make a collect call to a non-existent person in the house. Since 
the phriend will (hopefully) not accept the charges, he will know that 
you are about to call and thus prepare the black box (or vice versa}. (3) 
The phone campany can detect black boxes if they suspect one on the 
line. This is donc due ta the presence of AC voice signal at the wrong 
DC evel! (4) The black box will aot work under ESS or other similar 
digital switches smer ESS does nat connect the voice circuits until the- 
fone is picked up (and billing starts). Instead, ESS uses an "artifice 


computer generated ring. 
Ringing 


To inform a subscriber of an incoming call, the teko sends 90 volts 
(PK) of pulsing DC down the line (at around 13 to 60 Hz; usually 20 
Hz) In most fones this causes a metal armature to be attracted 
alternately hetween two electro-magnets thus striking 2 bells. Of 
course, the standard bell (patented in 1878 by Tom A. Watson) can be 
replaced by a mare modern electronie bell or signalling device. 

Aso, you can have lights and other similar devices in lieu of {or in 
conjunction with) the bell. A simple neon light (with its corresponding 
raisto can simply be connected between the red end green wires 
(usually L1 and L2 on the network box) so that it lights up on incoming 
calls. 

Be advised that 90 VBC can give quite a shock, Exercise extreme 
caution if you wish to further pursue these Lopics. 

Algo included in the ringing circuit is a capacitor to prevent the LM? 
current from interfering with the bell (a capacitor will pass AC and 
pulsing DÁ while it will prevent straight DC from flowing—by storing 
it). : 

Another reason that telcos hate black boxes is because ringing user a 
lot of common-antrol equipment in the CO, which use a lot oí 
electricity. Thus the ringing generators are being tied up while a free 
call is being made, Usually calls that are allowed to "ring" for a long 
period of time will be construed as auspicious. Same offices may be set 
upto drops trouble card for long periods of ringing and then a “no-no” 
detection device may be placed on the line. 

Incidentally, the term "ring top” refers to the CO process involved to 
siop the AC ringing signal when the calling fone goes off hook. 

h is suggested that you actually dissect fonts 10 help you better 
understand them (regardless of whether or nat you want to build ane- 
devices). It will also help veu 16 better Understand the concepts here 
you actually prove them do yourself. For example, actually take the- 
voltage readings an yaur fone line (any simple multi-tester (à must) 
will do). Phreaking and/or kaming is an interactive process, nor a 
passive one! 

¿Ary questions on the above? Write us and wel try fo answer them.) 
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opinion of a past landlord. If the information is negative, the potential 


gan Rise of the Computer State 
hy David Burner: 
w/foreword hy Walter Cronkite 
Lampe Books $693 paperback = 273 pp. 

Several years ago on Sixty M brutes, a segment was presented where 
all of the checks that ane person had written in his lifetime were 
examined, and then a fairly accurate portrait of the person's life was 
painted by the discrete bits of information. Information like this is 
called transactional information and we leave huge amounts of it 
behind as we live our lives, whether in tons of paper or megabytes af 
data. 

In The Rise of te Computer State, David Burnham says that an 
event as demonstrated by the Sixry Minutes team conkd happen and 
many eimilar ones do occur. He surveys many of the ways that 
computers and technology can be used to intruds upon our privacy; the 
governmental mandates. for such intrusión; and how, in general, 
computer abuses have affected history. 

Burnham begins with a review of computer history and the 
importance af computers on our lives. While always implying à global 
connection, he concentrates upon the United States where “industries 
engaged inthe processing al information... now generate about half the 
GNP." Later Burnham brings up legal pomts which are supported by 
examples. He also discusses legislative battles and presidential direct- 
ives both for and against the public good. Overall, The Rise of the 
Computer State reveals in technical and ethical terms how close we are 
to Orwell's technocracy. 

Chostophet Evans, a psychologist and computer scientist saki that if 
during the 30 years from 1945 to 1975, the automobile had developed 
as fast as the computer, the Ralls Royce would cost $2.75, would have 
enough power to push the Q.E. 11 across ihe Atlantic, and would get 3 
million miles to the gallon. 

The computer has that amazing ability to quickly and cficently 
move and sort through vast amounts of information, and this is why 
they art being used in atl aspects of society including the FBI, police, 
banks, phone campanies, and credit companies. T hey are used by most 
businesses for payroll, personnel, inventory, accounting. They are used 
by most government agencies including the IRS, FAI, CIA, SSA, 
NSA, HEW, FRB. anda large number of others, infact, be devotes an 
entire interesting chapter on the Natianal Security Agency (MSA) 
which was obviously written before The Puzzir Palace, à rather 
thorough examination of the NSA, was published. (A future sue of 
200 will look at the NSA.) 

Computers are used to compile lista, stome data, pay emplayees, 
transfer funds, make airplane reservations or phone calls, com- 
murale, write letters, address envelopes, detect incoming [CHM x, 
price goods at supermarkets and depertment stares, tell time, and kecp 
track of America's airplanes and trains to prevent them from crashing. 
There are literally millions of Things computers can do to benefit 
humankind, 

But the most amazing of these computere are controlled by big 
government or a few corporations. Transactional information about 
aur lives is often bought and sold and traded without aur permission. 
In bank computers lie copies af the checks we wrote. In aur hospital 
computers are our medical records. In many states, computer files are 
kept onall prescriptive medicine. In many law enforcement computers 
lie arrest and conviction records, often incomplete ar inaccurate as 
Burnham points cut. 

* Gur movements can be kept track of by looking at our phone 
charges, airline, bus, train, and car rental revorda, of our gas receipts. 

= In Pitisficd. Maes.. people's buying habits are computerized and 
compared 1o the special dose of commercials that are sent to only theit 


Television sets. If we get supermarket credit cards, then every item, all 


of our individual buying habits, can be examined. 

+ Information from the 1940 census was user to round up Japanese 
into concentration camps. If another thoughtless gavernment wanted 
to do something again, 1 wan! be hard, 

+ In Los Angeles there is a registry of “undesirable” tents (hat can 
be accessed far a fee. The information is often just heresay or the 


tenant is tamed down. 

= The FBI posesses the fingerprints of 66 milion people in its 
criminal or civil identification files. 

Burnham brings up the topic of criminal records a lot-—about how 
past arrests and convktions can follow a person, even if a case is 
dimnicaed. This information is available to bw enforcement agencies, 
government personnel departments, and private companies. These 
databases of criminal records, which only one out of every Iree states 
have ever checked for accuracy, were created in order ta apprebend 
criminals. But if these records are used to kccp suspected criminals or 
ex-cons out of governmental and private jobs and thus keep them 
unemployed, these people are practically forced to return to crime. 

By cross matching files, politicians can locate key groups to appeal 
10 in order 10 make decisions or win elections. By cross matching files, 
likely suspected communists can be systematically tortured, or 
customers for a new store can get jumk mail designed just for them. 

In the can-anything-be-done chapter, we are left to hope thal some 
laws or presidential orders are created lo stop cross matching of 
information between government agencies. There art example where 
things are done (and undone again} in an effort to preserve privacy, but 
añ we see much information about us is public. Until recently, the 
selective envios was aware of who got [ree ice cream from Farrows 
(2600, p. 1-45). Et won be long until all of ihe Flintstone vitamin 
peddlers will be buying up the list of the cabbage patch parents [rom 
Coleco. Companies are always buying information about us to gain an 
economic advantage. Business controls money and hence information. 
This information gives them direct power and often a marketable item. 
TRW and other lesser known credit companies sell information to 
other businesses for about a buck a report, but ta check your own 
record in onder to sec if the repart is accurate costs $12. Mailing lists 
pass hands hike stocks on Wall Stroct. 

But are we threatened now? When it comes to crimina! records; TRS, 
and credit stuff the info is being used widely. The federal government ie 
tightening up on documents it makes public. But allen Mr. Burnham 15 
telling us what is possible which is not far from the actual. He doesn't 
stress the importance (hat the Freedom of Information Act had which 
is being gutted by the Reagan Admmistration. 

What Mr. Burnham could have dane to make his case even mare 
effective is to include actual caámples of the vast personal data and 
create a small autobiography based on his own credit history, bank 
records, FBE files, criminal records, motor vchicke records, college 
recacds, and other similar sources, He could have gotten some ¢xperts 
to examine all of his transactional information and then compare it to 
himself. But it all right for Burnham not to do this, because he 
suggests to us that such a thing can be done, 

Hurnham goes on and on citing legal abuses, privacy intrusions, and 
political and eeanamic manipulation. The book reads like those old 
TRW ads: "Imagine a day when..." and it ends the same way; "... That 
day is today, Write to us— wel tell you all about it.” Burnham tells us 
almost all about "it" too. He does nat mention the danger to a 
computer state where a disgruntled employee or lite kiddi al a 
terminal can crash a huge system permanently, or a clever sadist can 
create a viral program that can spread throughout à database and wipe 


aut file after file! Burnham does nat mention the technological 


pioneers who hack and explore and understand the world that is 
approaching and encroaching and who warn others of the danger. Mr. 
Burnham would appreciate the work of some of the people like thal. 
just as we can appreciate the warnings in his book about the power of 
the technalogical elite. 

The Rise of the Computer State represents ane of the many books 
that should be read to prepare for the future as wellas the presen. Mr. 
Burnham has managed to condense an immense amount of inform- 
ation on the power and threat of computers and data collecting 
agencies. His book is well ceseacched, but be needs thal extra 
something to retain the sympathy of those who have “nothing to hide" 
and ihe interest of those who cannot relate to terms like “dehumant- 
gation” and ^values", The Rise of the Computer Stade slarties one with 
a slap of hidden reality, and this i5 what we need now. 


t. 
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Big Brother No Longer Watching Miami 
Añociaied Pres 

City officials who stirred up visions of George Orwell's “Big 
Brother” when they installed video cameras to detect street crime have 
decided the project waentt such a good idea after all. 

So three years ard almost $300,000 later, the city has abandoned itg 
"Television Police Protection” system, saying il failed to record ane 
crime. 

The city had the cameras installed in February 1982 but for 
numerous technical seasons the system wasnt turned on until that 
June. 

The project called for 20 cameras to be mounted on a rotating basis 
in Li) camera housings mounted on pales, thus keeping criminals off 
guard. 

Another larger camera was mounted atop a |d-story building on 
Lincoln Road to sweep the length of both strects [ar a broad overview. 

But (he eyeteno had trouble. “We had continual maintenance 
problemes with constant adjustment of the microwave,” Police Chief 
Kenneth Glassman said. One civilian made so much fuss about palice 
watching the monitors and not pairoling whe streets that the depart- 
ment look police aff the project. Another problem was in lack of 
meres. rom eilian volunteers assigned to watch the monitors. Many 
conté, even the few working monitors went ormwarehed. 


Computers Seed as Summer Games Begin 
lanig Fale y 
The home computers of four Hontsvilie, Alabama teenagers were 
seized by the FB] last month eñeran illegal tap into NASA computers. 
The unauthorized taps, according to the PEL, destroyed records and 
blocked scientists from using the computers. The FHI seized computers, 
printers, floppy disks, and software that allegedly were used to tap into 
two computers at NASA's Marshall Space Flight Center. They 
contained no classified information, according to NASA officials. 
Cecil Moses, speriat agent in charge of the FHI' Birmingham office, 
sakd an investigation is continuing. He said no charges have been filed, 
bul may be later. 


House: Hacking is Bad 
tnim esed Pure, journee. g 

The Haus af Representatives has voted 395-0 for a bili that would 
make il a federal crime to gain access to computer memory banks 
wihoul permissión. The legislation would combine the attack on 
hackers with en atlempt to siap those who manufacture or possess 
frawdubent credit cards or use someone's credit card number without 
his or her knowledge. 


More PC Jr's., Less Z-100% for Soviets 
Ehe Pese Tiek Timm 

The United States, 13 NATO allies and Japan have jointly agreed to 
Impose broad, tew export controls on the sale of small computers end 
sophisticated telephone equipment to nations of the Soviet bloc: The 
agreement cames after Two and a half years of difficult negotiations. 
. Theaccord, which was reached ai the urging of the Ù S. expands the 
existing NA TO embargo on thv sale af large sophisticated computers 
ta inciudc smaller models that could have military applications. This 
means that many of the more expensive personal computers now 
avaliable at retail outlets in the United States will be subject to capori 


' controls m the future. 


Also, the agreement sets maximum levels of technological sophisti- 
cation for digital switching and other telephone equipment supplied to 
the Eastern bloc by Western corporations. 

The Reagan Administration took the most restrictive line throughout 
the embargo review talks, diplomats say, with the Europeans and 
Japanese advocating a more liberal approach to trade with the 
Communist world. The L.S. though, did agree to liberalize the sale of 
some less advanced computers to the Eastern bloc couniries in return 





for joint Western restrictions on ihe sale of certain power anall 
computers. 

In addition, the Western powers have undertaken to ban the export 
of “ruggedized” computers, built to withstand rough treatment and 
thus suitable for batiiefield usc. - 


Federal Express Offers “E-Mail” 
- 


Memphis-based Federal Express, which pioneered nexi-day private 
postal service, is now promising even greater speed with ZapiMajl. its 
long-awaited version of electronic mail. For as little as 325 fora missive 
of five pages or less and up to $50 for a maximum of 20 pages, Federal 
Express will zap letters and documents across the U.S. within two 
hours. Unlike other quits, Federal Express docs not require its 
cusiamett to ut computer keyboards to enter messages. Instead a 
counicr comes and picks it up, takes it to a Federal Express office, 
where clerks feed it into a document scanner for transmission over land 
Eines. At ihe receiving Federal Express office, a laser printer will spew 
out copies for courers to deliver immediately. [No, this is nat 
electronic mail in the bona fide sense.) The firm even vows to give full 
refunds if documents are late. 


ITT Wiping Qut Fee 


On September 1, ETT will drop the monthly service fee it charges 
users of its long-distance telephone service. The fees currently are $5 à 
month for residential customers and $10 a month [or business users. 
ITT also said it would introduec discounts l'or high-volume callers, and 
said its residential customers would be able to reach any telephone in 
the continental United States. Previously, only ITT's business 
customers had nationwide calling. ITT is ranked eighth among long- 
distance carriers with about 123,000 cusiamers. 


300 Directories Now Available 
& Fries: Information Operator 

Starting m (he middie of September, AT&T will al lasl siari offering 
dizectaries to toll-free numbers. Previously, the anly way to pel such a 
directory was through scanning, trashing, or buying a directory printed 
by an outside company. There are two versians being ofiered, One is 
for people and sells for $6.25 while the other is for businesies and sells 
for $8.75. Info can be had by calling 3002424634, 1T that doesn't work 
from your area, call 8005551212 and demand an explanation. Billing 
won't be done through your phone bill, as one might expect. “We don't 
have fag! kind of capability yet,” they said to us. 


Ice Cream Chain Aides Selective Service 
Tre he nh, Tm 

The Selective Service System has defended its use of a mailing list 
compiled by a national chain of ice cream stores lo advise young men 
that they were liable for drah registration. 

However, the government will be returning the computerized list of 
167.000 names Lo the company. 

Alexander Hehmever, executive vice president and genera] counsel 
of Farell: Ice Cream Parlor Restaurant, a chain ol almost 100 ice 


cream stores, sáu] both he and the company wert "upset and outraged™ . 


by this “act of big brother goverment.” 

For many years the retail outlets of Farrell's have had customers fiil 
out a birthday form so thai they would pet birthday cards fram the 
company entitling bem to [rcc ice cream sundass. The Selective 
Service bough the Farrell's list in 1983 fram a list broker in New 
Jersey. Last October, the system began using the Jist to mail 1,500 ta 
2,000 warning cards a month to young men whose listed birthdays 
indicated Iney wert about to tum 18, 

Besides commercial tete, the Selective Service relies on state 
agencies that license drivers and the Defense Depariment. which 
compiles a list of high school graduates. 
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BE NICE TO YOUR TELCO 


Over ihe years, some bad things have happened to my 
telephone. Once a silly caller terminated his call but did not 
hang up. 1 called the phone company (New York Telephone) 
from a neighbor phone, but they said they were unable to do 
anything. They said they could not even tell me where the 
caller's phone was located. Acting on à hunch, | croised my 
neighborhood looking Tor pas-phones. | found the phone | was 
interested in, but it was ina locked building, and I clearly saw 
the receiver dangling. The next moming I was able to hang up 
the phone, and my phone service was back to normal. 

Another time the elever sewer workers hauled out my trunk 
and knocked out my phone. It was restored, but [ was not 
getting any incoming service after that. The even more clever 
phone man came over, dialed the Automatic Number [den- 
lification, and lo and behold [ had a mew number. They fixed 
that too. ; 

My phone company has been generally nice to me even 
though | played some jokes on them. ] suggest you do nat do the 
following, as 1 have done in the past: 

* Fold, spindle, and mutilate your billing card. 


READER FEEDBACK 


Dear 2400: 

Here% the latest info on phone scramblers. 

Phone scrambiers/descramblers are à type of device which 
allows one to communicate over the phone without anyone 
being able io hear your conversation in between the source and 
destination of the call. They are perfectly legal to awn and 
operate, but there is one catch. 

(The following information.was obtained from a phreak who 
worked with an cx-ClA agent—to verify the validity of this 
statement.) The CLA, working in conjunction with AFAT, has 
the right to legally tap up to 600 phone lines in the U.S. The way 
that they are able to de this 15 1hat Belt Telephone can “test” 
yaur line any time it likes to see if it is working in proper order. 
Under the new ESS telephone system, finding scramblers; de- 
scratnblers is very casy and once you art found, an instant file ts 
generated on both the sender and the receiver of the call. They 
(CLA) will also do their best to try and crack your scrambler 
code, 1 have been told that they arc extremely good ar this. My 
advice to those of yeu aunt there thinking about building such a 
device is to seek other ways and for those of you currently using 
them to stop. Using these devices is simply waving a flag to 
AT&T and CIA saying, “I've got something important to say, 
and | dont want you to hear it.” 

Agent Drange 
Dear Agent: 

Thanks for the info and for the warning, While you're most 
probably correct about the powers that be taking à strong 
interest in any person using such a device, it seems absurd that 
we should have to constantly Jive in fear of having our privacy 
stripped, simply because we desire a little privacy! 

We face some real problems in the near future if surveillance 
continues to grow and not enough is done by individuals Lo 


curb it. Technology is a deadly weapon for anyone.. 
Stay alive, awake, and indignant—you can't lose, Thanks for. 


writing. 
Dear 2600: 

1 just had a horrible experience. As a faithful subscriber to 
this magazine, 1 keep all of my copies in a special loasc-keaf 
book. This comes in very handy because they're not scattered 
all over the house, like most other things 1 possess. But last 
week, | dropped my loose-leaf book on ihe floor and of course it 
opened, scattering all of the pages here and there. Now, | have 
no trouble piecing together the first page of each issue, but 1 
can't remember where the other ones belong, since they dont 
have any date on them! Can you help me piece them back 


è Punch extra holes in it to increase your bill $10,000 or 
more, | 


a Cross quí ihe line of numbers in magnetic ink at the 


bottom of your bill ar check. 

® Make out yourcheck tc à penny kss ora penny more than 
what is due. 

+ Order as many free phone books fer as many arcas às 
possible. 

e Order phone books for obscure areas covered by private 
phone companies. 

* When you have free checking, pay wilh more than one 
check (10 07.20 per phone bill, for example). 

e Write with thick black marker the word FUOCH at thc 
botiom of your check where the space for memos is located. 

"These activities cause the phone company to put more work 
into serving you. It causes them to process your bill by hand, to 
spend money printing and mailing phone books, and to read 
your untriendly message. Don't do this or your rates will go un. 
(Please contact 2600 IMMEDIATELY if you know of other 
abuses currently making the rounds.) 


together and take steps lo ensure that this tragedy doesn t 
rencenr in the future? Thanks. 

Miserable in Philadelphia 
Dear MIP: 

You've raised a very good point, ane which we overlooked 
completely, While most of our stories are essentially “timeless”. 
it does help to know whena certain article was printed, For this 
reason, we have begun (as of this issue) to number our pages in 
manual format. For instance, this is page 1-46 which means 
Volume |, Page 46 of the year. We hope this eases the suffering. 


As far as previous issues, we will be coming ot with asummary -7 


sheet towards the end of the year which we'll send to all; 


subscribers, We'll try to get yours out early, And if anyone else E 


knows of something we've overlooked or wants to make a 
sugpestion, please write. 
Dear 2600: 

fim working on a book that gives the hackers’ viewpoint and 
explains why he/she penetrates computer systems. | beheve 
that even though Im currently incarcerated, ] could get a 
publisher Lo publish such à book. 

Fo get this viewpoint ! need help. | need the input of people 
who are active—the more the better. | also need the views of 
people who trash systems too, All Tve ever seen is the viewpoint 
of the law enforcement agencies, media, business, and hackers 
that are caught etc. etc. ete. Iis time your views were heard, 

What | would do is just edit letters etc. sent to me and use 
1hese as basis for the book. By edit 1 mean pick the ones to be 
used in their entirety. ' 

People interested in helping me with this can write to me 
under handles of pen names at the following address. De nor 
use pour reg! name or dddressas mty rail is censored By officials 
here. 

John Gregg 

Box 1660 

Marion, TL 62959 

ey es E 
A CORRECTION 

In our last issué, we erroneously gave our MCI Mall TD a: 

2600, We didn’t think there would be any problem in obtalning 

that ID, but there was, The MCI Mail computer apparently 


can't handle all-digit usernames. Our MCI Mall ID therefore, 3s, an 
HUNDRED. Write to us there or at our mailing address or: ^. 


our new telex address, all of which are listed on page one. 
(Especially write to us if you can think of any new places 1o have 
an address!) 
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The Hackers Guide to Area Code 


A — AT&T 
G — GTE 

1— TIT 

N — Northern Telecom 


